
FCE UOE Part 2
 Christmas Edition

How to go about this part

Read the Text Carefully: Start by reading the text about Christmas traditions to understand the general meaning and context.
Focus on the Gaps: There are 10 gaps in the text. Each gap requires a single word to complete the sentence.
Think About Grammar and Meaning: Pay close attention to the sentence structure. Consider prepositions, conjunctions, and 
how the word fits into the overall meaning of the sentence.
Write Your Answers: Fill in each gap with the correct word. Use the context of the sentence and the passage to guide your 
choices.
Review Your Work: After filling in all the gaps, re-read the text to ensure your answers make sense grammatically and 
contextually.
Bonus Challenge (optional): Write your own short paragraph about your favorite Christmas tradition using some of the words 
from the exercise.

Christmas Preparations

In numerous countries, Christmas is celebrated (1) ................ a holiday filled with immense enthusiasm and joy. 

Preparations typically commence months in advance, as families organize gatherings, meals, and gifts. A popular 

tradition involves adorning homes, (2)................... includes putting (3)........................... lights, wreaths, and Christmas trees.

In (4)....................... to decorating their homes, people often engage in shopping to purchase presents for their loved 

(5).......................... These gifts are placed beneath the Christmas tree and are unwrapped during festive celebrations. In 

some cultures, children hang stockings by the fireplace, eagerly awaiting small surprises by morning. Food plays a 

significant role in Christmas celebrations, (6)................ meals that vary widely from country to country. For example, in 

Italy, many families prepare a feast on Christmas Eve that traditionally features seafood. Conversely, in the UK, the main 

meal is typically served on Christmas Day and often includes roast turkey and pudding.

Beyond the festivities, Christmas is also a time for giving. Many individuals donate money or food (7)................ charities 

or lend a helping hand to those (8).............. need. These acts of kindness emphasize the true essence of the holiday 

season: generosity, love, and compassion. 

Participating in community events and volunteering at shelters are also common ways people contribute to spreading 

joy during this time. Schools and local organizations often hold special events, such as toy drives and holiday concerts, 

to bring the community together and support (9) ................ who may be less fortunate. This spirit of giving not only 

enhances the festive atmosphere but also strengthens the bonds between people, reminding (10) ...................... of the 

importance of empathy and unity.



UOE PART 3

Christmas Edition

How to go about this part

Read the Entire Text First: Quickly read the whole text to get a general understanding of its meaning and tone. This will help you predict the type of 
word needed for each gap (e.g., noun, adjective, verb, or adverb).
Examine the Base Word: Each gap has a base word in CAPITAL LETTERS to the right of the text. Your job is to change this base word into the 
correct form.
Identify the Word Type Needed: Look at the structure of the sentence before and after the gap.
Consider Grammar and Meaning: Check for clues in the sentence:

Plurality: Does the word need to be singular or plural?
Tense: Is a verb in the past, present, or future needed?
Adverbs: Does the sentence require an adverb to modify a verb or adjective?

Apply Prefixes and Suffixes: Common transformations include adding prefixes (e.g., un-, dis-, re-) or suffixes (e.g., -ly, -ness, -able). Be mindful of 
irregular changes (e.g., happy → happiness).
Fill in Each Gap: Write your answer clearly. Make sure it fits grammatically and makes sense within the sentence.
Review Your Answers: After completing all the gaps, re-read the text to ensure your answers flow naturally and are free of errors.

The Paradox of Modern Christmas

Christmas is frequently depicted as a season of joy and (1) ..................................., yet for numerous individuals, it can also become a 

source of stress. The need to create a (2) ................................. holiday often results in (3) ............................ expectations, leaving many 

feeling let down.

An additional challenge is the increasing emphasis on consumerism, which some view as contrary to the original values of Christmas. 

Instead of emphasizing generosity and kindness, many find themselves overwhelmed by the (4) ................... focus on material goods and 

extravagant celebrations.

Moreover, the environmental consequences of contemporary festivities cannot be overlooked. From excessive packaging to (5) 

.................................. energy consumption for lights and decorations, the holiday season frequently lacks (6) ........................... planning 

regarding sustainability.

Despite these obstacles, many individuals still find ways to reconnect with the genuine spirit of Christmas by emphasizing family, 

gratitude, and love. By distancing themselves from (7) ............................... distractions, some discover a profound sense of (8) 

.......................................... that truly makes the season special.

1.  HAPPY
2.  FLAW
3.  REAL
4.  EXCESS
5.  EFFICIENT
6.  THINK
7.  COMMERCE
8.  FILL



Answer Key Part 2

1.  as
2.  which
3.  up
4.  addition
5.  ones
6.  with
7.  to
8.  in
9.  those
10.  everyone 

Answer Key Part 3

1.  happiness

2.  flawless

3.  unrealistic

4.  excessive

5.  inefficient

6.  thoughtful

7.  commercial

8.  fulfillment

Use this mind map to take note of new words / grammar learnt in parts 2 & 3. Don't forget to include 

examples of how these words and grammar rules are used in context. 


