



1.  Let’s start with some questions….


What are the writing task for First B2(FCE)?   And for First B2 for Schools?


What are the writing tasks for Preliminary B1(PET)?   And for Preliminary B1 for Schools?


2.  Which questions should your students choose?  Which is the easiest for FCE?  And for PET?


3.   Look at the following list. Do you think these aspects are assessed when doing a writing 
exam? There are four aspects which are not officially assessed. Find them and cross them out. 


1.  Are there many grammar or spelling mistakes?  

2.  Is the handwriting easy to read?  

3.  Is the writing well organised?  

4.  Has the student answered the question fully?  

5.  Does the writing achieve its purpose?  

6.  Is all the information in the answer actually true?  

7.  How long does it take to read?  

8.  Does it make the reader want to laugh?  

9.  Are linking words used effectively?  

10. Does the writing include all information required by the target reader?  

11. Is formal or informal language used correctly?  

12. Does the writer use appropriate vocabulary?  

4.  What are the four criteria for assessing writing for both PET and FCE?  

 a. 

 b. 

 c. 

 d. 



5.   Can you match the subcriteria to each descriptor? 

• Relevant, target reader informed 

• Conventions of the task( format, genre, register), holding target reader’s atteention, purpose of 
writing achieved, straightforward vs. Complex ideas 

• Linking words, cohesion devices, patterns 

• Vocabulary, appropriate of vocabulary, grammatical forms(simple/complex), grammatical control, 
range, overuse, errors vs slips 

6.   Now look at these descriptions of each assessment area. Can you match them with the areas? 

6.  Now, go back to question 3 and match the questions to their criteria  

7.  Can you match the sub criteria to the descriptor? 

+++Relevant, target reader informed 

+++Conventions of the task( format, genre, register), holding target reader’s atteention, purpose of 
writing achieved, straightforward vs. Complex ideas 

+++Linking words, cohesion devices, patterns 

+++Vocabulary, appropriate of vocabulary, grammatical forms(simple/complex), grammatical 
control, range, overuse, errors vs slips 

Content Focuses on the way the text is organized. For 
example, does the text have a logical 
sequence and ways of connecting the 
sentences?

Communicative Achievement Focuses on how appropriate the writing is. For 
example, is the text an email, an article or a 
story, and does it use the correct style of 
writing and appropriate functions such as 
offering advice or apologising?

Organisation Focuses on vocabulary and grammar; for 
example, how accurate and/or relevant is the 
grammar and vocabulary in the text and is 
there a variety of language?

Language Focuses on how well the task has been 
completed; for example, has all the important 
information been included in the piece of 
writing?



8.  Checklist to use for B2 level self assessment 

Content  
• Have I covered all the key information required by the task?  
• Have I written only information which is relevant to the task?  
• Have I developed the basic points in the task with my own ideas? 

Communicative Achievement
•  Have I achieved the main purpose(s) of the text (for example, 

explaining, persuading,    suggesting, apologising, comparing, etc.)?
•  Have I communicated a balance of straightforward and more complex 

ideas?
•  Have I used a suitable style and register (formal or informal) for the 

task? 

Organisation 
•  Have I used paragraphs appropriately to organise my ideas? 
•  Have I used other organisational features appropriately for the genre of 

the text (for example, titles, headings, openings, closings, etc.)? 
•  Is the connection between my ideas clear and easy for the reader to 

follow? (For example, have I used appropriate linking words, pronouns, 
etc. to refer to different things within the text?) 

•  Are the ideas balanced appropriately, with suitable attention and space 
given to each one? 

Language
•  Have I used a wide range of vocabulary?
•  Have I avoided repeating the same words and phrases?
•  Have I used a range of simple and more complex grammatical 

structures? 
•  Have I correctly used any common phrases which are relevant to the 

specific task or topic? 
•  Is my use of grammar accurate? 
•  Is my spelling accurate?



 

 
The Assessment Scales 

The B2 Assessment Scales are divided into six bands from 0–5, with 0 being the lowest and 5 the highest. 
Descriptors for each criterion are provided for Bands 1, 3 and 5 and indicate what a candidate is expected to 
demonstrate at each band. The descriptors for Band 3 and above generally indicate performance of at least 
B2 level. 
 
B2 CONTENT COMMUNICATIVE 

ACHIEVEMENT 
ORGANISATION LANGUAGE 

 
5 All content is relevant to 

the task. 
Target reader is fully 
informed. 

Uses the conventions of 
the communicative task 
effectively to hold the 
target reader’s attention 
and communicate 
straightforward and 
complex ideas, as 
appropriate. 
 

Text is well organised 
and coherent, using a 
variety of cohesive 
devices and 
organisational patterns 
to generally good effect. 

Uses a range of 
vocabulary, including 
less common lexis, 
appropriately.  
Uses a range of simple 
and complex 
grammatical forms with 
control and flexibility. 
Occasional errors may 
be present but do not 
impede communication. 
 

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5. 

3 Minor irrelevances 
and/or omissions may 
be present. 
Target reader is on the 
whole informed. 

Uses the conventions of 
the communicative task to 
hold the target reader’s 
attention and 
communicate 
straightforward ideas. 
 

Text is generally well 
organised and coherent, 
using a variety of linking 
words and cohesive 
devices. 
 

Uses a range of 
everyday vocabulary 
appropriately, with 
occasional inappropriate 
use of less common 
lexis. 
Uses a range of simple 
and some complex 
grammatical forms with a 
good degree of control. 
Errors do not impede 
communication. 
 

2 Performance shares features of Bands 1 and 3. 

1 Irrelevances and 
misinterpretation of task 
may be present. 
Target reader is 
minimally informed. 

Uses the conventions of 
the communicative task in 
generally appropriate 
ways to communicate 
straightforward ideas. 
 

Text is connected and 
coherent, using basic 
linking words and a 
limited number of 
cohesive devices. 
 

Uses everyday 
vocabulary generally 
appropriately, while 
occasionally overusing 
certain lexis. 
Uses simple grammatical 
forms with a good degree 
of control. 
While errors are 
noticeable, meaning can 
still be determined. 

0 Content is totally 
irrelevant. 
Target reader is not 
informed. 

Performance below Band 1. 

 
As you look through the scales, it may help to highlight words which make one band different from another. 
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Nice!!!

I woke up in the 
morning and looked 
out the window.  It 
was a nice day.  I 
went with my nice 
friend to a nice 
park. We had a nice 
time because my friend took her nice dog.  After that we went to a nice 
restaurant and had a nice lunch. The waiter was really nice and the food 
was nice.  After lunch we met my cousin.  She’s really nice and we 
decided to give her a nice present for her birthday, a nice t-shirt.  

You could make up a similar exercise about very:




Write 3 alternatives for the following words. 

a. Great           1.                                            2.                                 3.    


b.  Think          1.	 	 	 	 2.	 	 	 3.


c.  As well       1.	 	 	 	 2.	 	 	 3.


d. Animal         1.	 	 	 	 2.	 	 	 3.


e.  Explain	  1.	 	 	 	 2.	 	 	 3.


f.  Bad		  1.	 	 	 	 2.	 	 	 3.


g.  At once	 1.	 	 	 	 2.	 	 	 3.


h.  Make          1.	 	 	 	 2.	 	 	 3.


OLD SCHOOL, BUT……




(Objective First, Cambridge)


All material adapted from Cambridge Assessment materials and books…





